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Curie more. She still loved him more, and Poland
and he were still pulling in opposite directions. If
Marie gave herself to Poland, she would have to
give up the hope of building Pierre's laboratory.
Without her presence in France, Pierre's dream
would never come true. She refused Poland sadly.
But Poland insisted that she should direct the
new laboratory from a distance and go to the
opening of the new building. Many exciting
things befell her during that visit. First, she gave
an address on Science in Polish, and it was the
first time in her life that she had ever used her own
tongue for a scientific speech. Secondly, she
attended a great ceremony in the museum where
she had done her first Physics experiments.
Thirdly, at a banquet given in her honour by
Polish women, she discovered the old headmistress
of her first school. Hurriedly, Marie made her
way through the crowd to the old lady and kissed
her on both cheeks. What joy that old head-
mistress must have felt at the thought that her
"old girl" was without question the most famous
woman!
Marie had earned a holiday. She was going to
spend it walking in Switzerland with a rucksack
on her back and teaching Eve and Irene to climb
and to treat crevasses with proper respect.
They had a friend with them who talked
Physics so enthusiastically with Marie, that the
children had to keep watch over him lest he, not
they, should fall into a crevasse. They listened
with surprise to the odd things he said to their